First Nations health care and the Canadian covenant.
In this paper I explore the relationship between the Canadian state and Canada's First Nations, in the context of the Canadian health care system. I argue that Canada's provision of health care to its citizens can be best understood morally in terms of a covenant, but that the covenant fails to meet the needs of indigenous peoples. I consider three ways of changing the relationship and obligations linking Canada's First Nations and the Canadian state, with regard to health care- assimilation, accommodation and separation. I argue that all of these options create problems, and at present there is a good argument for working with the status quo, accepting that First Nations are outside the covenant, and securing the state's commitment to their health care on the basis of their citizenship and the liberal principle of equal treatment of citizens by the state.